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 HHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Romsey Conservative Working Men’s Club

Monday 8th December 2014 @ 7.30pm

Present: The President, Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, Chris Bond, Campbell Williams, Steve Downham, Jason Holcombe, Nicki Smith and Richard Macer.
1. APOLOGIES

Sue Keys, David Lane, Koo Janzen, Penny Van Berkel and Kevin Snewing
2. PERSONALIA

There was nothing to report.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 13th October 2014
These were approved.
4. MATTERS ARISING


a
Suggestions for increasing participation in hockey (4c)

CW noted the proposal made earlier to potentially regionalise the lower divisions of the Open League and would discuss this with KS’s nominated replacement as OL secretary, Richard Barter.
ACTION – CW – on-going.


b
Bench Area Separation draft rule (4e)

The rule is now on the website however this appears not to have been noted by all Clubs.  This will be distributed to clubs by the Secretary
ACTION – Secretary to communicate to clubs (with other items)

c
Junior account access (4j)

The President stated that the process to gain access had to be re-started as Barclays had changed their ID requirements.  He will talk to KJ regarding the current signatories who need to support his request.

d
Tendering for Hampshire Day hosting (4l)
Haslemere Hockey Club have been selected for Hampshire Day 2015.


e
Chairman to contact double AGM non-attendees (4n)
The Chairman confirmed that all clubs who needed to be fined would be fined £50.

f
Umpire coaches for JDC festivals (6c)

JH noted it had not been possible to hold an umpiring course at the JDC festival as KJ had requested.  The aim was to do this during the 2015/16 season.


g
Fine on Winchester HC for non-participation in Hampshire Cup (6i)

The Treasurer observed that the fine had been advised to, and paid by, Winchester HC.


h
Clarification on provision of post-match refreshments (8i)

Guidance notes were available on the website.  A reminder to be sent out by the Secretary in his note to clubs.

ACTION – Secretary to communicate to clubs.

i
St Vincent’s College goals (8ii)

The pitch at St Vincent’s College has been repaired, although NS commented that she had played there and it was still very bumpy.  The Chairman has been advised the nets will be repaired by January and hoped the backboards would also be replaced.  He had been contacted by Gosport Borough HC and not the school in this regard.


j
Hospitality report (8iii)

At the Secretary’s request, JH expanded on what HHUA require their members to report on for each match.  DL will draft a proposal to put to clubs for consideration at the AGM.
ACTION – DL to draft hospitality questionnaire
5. CORRESPONDENCE
A note has been received from Andover HC regarding inappropriate pitchside behaviour, specifically urination by players in view of others.  After a brief discussion it was agreed the Secretary would add this to the note to clubs and that HHUA would revisit any guidance they had given to umpires regarding matchday penalties for those observed to be urinating before or during a match.  It was noted KS had already notified OL clubs of the inappropriateness of the behaviour.
ACTION – Secretary to communicate with clubs.

ACTION – JH to revisit guidance to umpires.

6. REPORTS
a. Discipline

CB confirmed that the penalty for item number seven on his report had been confirmed.  He also noted that last season there were only 10 red cards/MMOs in total.
b. Treasurer

The Treasurer commented in his report that OL fines had a payment requirement of 7 days whereas others had 14 days.  He proposed that OL fines were adjusted so all were 14 days and those present agreed this was sensible.
ACTION – Secretary to advise KS of this proposal.

He also proposed that the value of fines for all ‘offences’ should be raised from £10 to £20 and would be raising this at the AGM.
On questioning, he noted schools had until 15th December to pay their affiliation fees, and if they had not done so by then they would not be eligible for schools’ competitions.

c. Junior and Single System

KJ was unable to attend, however it was noted all seemed to be under control.  It was noted he had been very busy with JDCs.
RM noted U14 league fixtures had been scheduled for the same day as the U13 JDC festival (7th December) and asked whether this could be changed in future.  The Chairman proposed DL and KJ should discuss this for 2015/16.
ACTION – DL / KJ to discuss junior fixture / JDC scheduling.

d. County Administrator  

DL was unable to attend.  The Chairman noted with sadness that the U14 and U16 boys schools competitions had been cancelled due to lack of numbers.

Following a note from Southampton Ladies 2s, NS noted they had belatedly received their medals on December 7th.

After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Treasurer would order a fixed number of medals per squad on behalf of HWHL in advance to ensure all were available to be presented at their AGM.  Any extras would need to be paid for by clubs.

e. Leagues - Outdoor
The Vice Chairman reported that SCWHL was again experiencing difficulties with Middlesex clubs and umpires although SCHUA had offered assistance.  She envisaged the situation being resolved soon.
She also noted that the Ladies’ Masters league only had six teams in it this season (down from eight), and that in fact none of the three most recently scheduled games had been played as one team from each fixture had been unable to get out a team.  She feared this may result in the league being disbanded after the end of this season.

It was noted in the Men’s leagues hat Blandford and Bournemouth 5s had both dropped out.  The Chairman confirmed that these would be treated as ‘relegated’ teams at the end of the season (ensuring fewer teams relegated from the division in which they were playing), and that lower teams for each club would not be eligible for promotion as they are likely to have benefitted from players moving down to supplement them.
f. Leagues - Indoor

There has been no indoor league, meaning the South no longer had any.
The South regional qualifying tournament has been played at Eastleigh, with Fareham qualifying as champions.  Trojans finished runners up and will know this week whether they qualify for the South tournament.

g. Umpires 
A number of questions were raised in JH’s report that were discussed during the meeting.

Item 1. Shirt numbering – after the Chairman noted he was in receipt of every report on unnumbered shirts it was noted different HUAs had different processes and requirements for reporting.  It was agreed HHUA should continue with its current procedure.
Item 3. Additional recruits for HHUA – RW noted that it was possible that Men’s Div 2 or Women’s Div 1 could lose appointments next season.  He noted that the previous pool system operated in the Women’s leagues worked well and that this was being considered as a potential replacement but that administration of it was time consuming and would not be considered by HHUA.  

JH reiterated the support HHUA would give any and all umpires who wished to take appointments and in their continued development if they wished to go beyond HHUA’s umpiring boundaries.

Item 4. Engagement with umpires – JH noted a general increase in misbehaviour on the pitch and correlated this with decreased engagement with umpires away from the match itself.  It was felt this should be encouraged but how to achieve this was not clear cut.

Item 5. Pre-match briefing – after a short discussion, the HHA council concluded that, although the thinking behind holding a pre-match briefing 45 minutes in advance of a match starting was commendable, it was not practicable.
Item 6. FIH rule changes – CB considered that the two minute suspension for green cards would be unmanageable.  RW noted that EH had yet to decide which of the rules would be imposed on counties and the timeframe for doing so, and this was therefore not a point for immediate consideration.

h. EH & South

1. EH :  
The Chairman noted that Hampshire was the third largest county in the South and noted with bemusement that Kent’s numbers were allegedly up by 24%.

He also noted that he had seen the draft EH strategy document and it had the consistency of a ‘blancmange’.  The Vice Chairman commented that proper consideration of the strategy document could only be made once an action plan had been created off the back of it.
2. South :  
The Chairman confirmed that Middlesex HUA were being assisted by the South secretary.
He also noted that SCHA had appointed a paid administrator of junior hockey.

He confirmed that Hampshire currently had the most red cards/MMOs amongst South counties.

A total of 979 attended JRPCs across the region in 2014.
i. Cups/Tournaments/Hampshire Day

There was nothing to add to MH’s report.
j. Website. 
Nothing to report.
7. COMMITTEE DINNER 
The Chairman observed that the dinner had been enjoyable, although only attended by nine people in total which was disappointing.  He wondered whether the dinner should continue next year.
It was agreed that the timing, before Christmas, was a potential issue for some, and that a new date in May was proposed from 2015 onwards i.e. a second dinner for this ‘Committee year’. 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

RM noted that Winchester were representing Hampshire in an Over 60s competition and had recently beaten St Albans.  They were now due to play Indian Gymkhana in the cup and had requested HHUA umpires for the fixture.  He commented that Trojans were also fielding a team in this age group.
FT asked for confirmation of the rules regarding wearing of face masks at penalty corners.  JH clarified the rules, specifically that players could continue wearing them until a penalty corner was over, including leaving the circle carrying the ball, but once the ball had gone beyond the 5 metre line.the face mask must be removed.

RW asked whether the annual grant from Hampshire County Council (HCC) had been received and the Chairman confirmed it had not.  He also noted that the Association could be in receipt of a schools’ grant.

ACTION – Chairman to contact HCC.

The meeting concluded at 9.15pm.
Date of next meeting is Monday 9th February 2015.

Chairman
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