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 HHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The View
Monday 14th December 2015 @ 7.30pm

Present: The President, Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, David Lane, Koo Janzen, Richard Macer, Chris Bond, Steve Downham, Nicki Smith and Jason Holcombe.
1. APOLOGIES

Vice Chairman, Penny Van Berkel, Campbell Williams, Sue Keys and Richard Barter.
2. PERSONALIA

The Chairman reported the passing of Anne Booth, widow of former county Secretary, Mickey Booth, and Ken Makepiece one of the founding members of Hamble Hockey Club.  RM noted that he had attended the funeral of the former.
RM observed that our county EH Relationship Manager, Lucy Rowe was leaving for a new role in EH.  It was also noted that the Dorset Relationship Manager had left.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 5th October 2015
The minutes were approved without amendment.
4. MATTERS ARISING


a
Potential Regionalisation of HOL (4a)
The Secretary informed those present that RB had spoken to him before the meeting who had confirmed that he had prepared a proposal for presentation to the Chairman.  However, it appears that the proposal has not reached him.

ACTION – Secretary to advise RB of need to re-send proposal to the Chairman.


b
Junior account access (4b)
MH has struggled in vain to obtain direct access to the Schools and Youth bank account and believes it to be infeasible with the current banking rules in place.  It was agreed that it was sufficient for him to be presented with downloads of the account’s bank statements on a periodic basis aligned with meetings of the council.  Item now closed.

c
South rule relating to goalkeepers in junior matches (4c)
The Chairman reported the abolition of the rule has been agreed by the South Council and that this had been advised to counties.  Item now closed.

d
Details of those not attending AGM (4d).
The Treasurer reported that West Meon are still in dispute with regards the fine levied on them, and he will be following up on this after the meeting.  Item on-going.

e
Terms of Reference for Single System and Junior Competition committees (4e)
KJ reported that due to other commitments relating to single system activities, that he had been unable to prepare these, but hoped to do so before the next meeting.  Item on-going.

f
Fine for non-participation in Hampshire Cup (Gillingham) (6h)
On-going.  RW to follow up.

g
Removal of reference to Kevin Snewing on website (6i)
RW was unable to locate where there continued to be reference to Kevin and asked RB to confirm where he believed this to be.  Item on-going.

ACTION – Secretary to contact RB.
5. CORRESPONDENCE
The Chairman he had been given notice that Portsmouth Sharks were folding.
He had also been informed by EH that IBM Nomads had yet to affiliate.

ACTION – NS to follow-up with IBM Nomads
6. REPORTS
a. Discipline

CB reported the mid-season red card total was the lowest for a number of years and that all had been for Category B offences (violent conduct).  One suspension was outstanding at present.
He was uncertain as to why the number of red cards had reduced.  RM and JT both suggested that this could be a side effect of the new two-minute green card suspension.

One matter was giving concern relating to suspension of a coach at a ladies’ match.  It had been believed that it was possible to suspend the coach temporarily via a yellow card, however subsequent in depth consultation of the various league rules confirmed this was only true in National League matches.  It was therefore agreed that this situation should be addressed (via the South) to EH so that a hockey-wide rule could be introduced to permit this.  The expectation was that a South rule (covering the county) would be needed as it was not anticipated a new rule could be introduced in the short term.
b. Treasurer

Nothing to add to the report provided.
RW noted that he would use the February meeting to propose changes to fees and fines to ensure they were put to each League in advance of their various AGMs.
c. Junior and Single System

A full report had been filed.  KJ noted that the relationship with Tempest sports (county kit supplier) was improving.  He also noted that he planned a change to the JDC registration process to prevent the large number of withdrawals experienced this year, in particular as one JDC centre was always over-subscribed and therefore filled up quickly.
He also informed the meeting that Mike Keaveney had been appointed performance director, replacing Jem Evans.  This and other new recruits to the S&Y committee had invigorated it, with meetings now taking place monthly.
JDCs have now completed and only two dissatisfied parents had contacted him regarding participants not put forward to JAC, resulting in one marginal decision being reversed.

KJ was more concerned with the lack of communication from the new EH Single System manager, and the slow response to any technical questions regarding the Single System website.

DL noted conflicts between the Mercian League and county junior fixtures and that one team involved (Havant U16 boys) had made the national finals last season and it was not unreasonable that they wished to play in more competitive matches.  It was asked why there was no South (or wider) affiliated league that the top clubs could participate in.
d. County Administrator
DL presented the highlights from his report.  Seven one day schools tournaments have been completed, along with four south indoor qualifiers and three south indoor heats.  King Edward’s School in Southampton figured strongly.
He thanked HHUA for the appointment of umpires as this had helped teams significantly.

In Junior club competitions, eleven teams have withdrawn, with two being added, and two changing division.  There have been 29 fines for late results, however a few have been reversed.  There are now new ‘team’ pages on the website to permit more limited access to website functions that might be appropriate for junior team managers.
One further HWHL fine has been made for fielding an ineligible player, but most fines were for late match results.
RW asked whether all competitions had the same result reporting deadlines, and it was confirmed they all varied.  It was agreed that Junior reporting should remain as-is, but that county adult leagues should consider adopting a single requirement to report on the day of the match.
ACTION – HOL / HWHL league secretaries to put to AGMs.
e. Leagues - Outdoor
HOL – JT reported on RB’s behalf.  As previously reported, Portsmouth Sharks have withdrawn, and RB is in the process of having their results expunged.  Fordingbridge appear to have got over their early season problems, and it was noted that they have been one of the recipients of community funding from Waitrose in Ringwood.  Twelve teams have been fined.  League regionalisation has also been covered earlier.

Ladies – it was noted that the HWHL report had 2015 league positions for South 3B and that Fareham 3s had been ‘autocorrected’ to Farnham 3s.  NS agreed to re-issue her report to amend these.  [Post Meeting Note: The updated report was issued to all council members].
Senior Men’s – there continues to be a divergence in reporting procedure for un-numbered shirts with Surrey HA requiring umpires to have advised teams of their intention to report them for not having numbered shirts in order for a fine to be levied.  HHUA confirmed they would not require this of their umpires.
The Chairman reported that the South Men’s league have been discussing the possibility of all South League matches having an appointed delegate to manage green card suspensions but did not believe this would be practicable.  HHUA have been managing green cards without recourse to this.  JH and DL concurred that they believed the two-minute green had worked very well, levelling out ‘punishments’ between umpires.

Indoor
DL reported that the first eight week league had finished and South qualifier had taken place with Trojans finishing first and qualifying for the South competition.  Basingstoke finished second and were awaiting news on whether they had qualified.  The league will be run again after Christmas and he hoped ten men’s teams would enter allowing two divisions of five to be created.
DL also reported that four of the eleven South U18 finalists were from Hampshire and that Winchester U18s have qualified for the National finals.

f. Umpires 
JH had nothing to add to his report.  The Chairman thanked the umpires for their work during the first half of the season.
g. EH & South

EH – Single System review has not been published yet, however copies are available to selected individuals consultation with counties reviewing in February.  A junior competition review of 2015 will take place in the New Year with volunteers required to participate.  Any names should be provided to RM who is co-ordinating for South.
South – The Chairman reported that the only item to report was that junior goalkeeper rule had been abolished.
h. Cups/Tournaments/Hampshire Day

MH reported that only one fixture has been arranged to date and that potentially twelve fixtures could be scheduled for Sunday 13th March.
He also reported that the proposal from Fleet and Ewshot HC to host Hampshire Day at Princes Avenue was acceptable and the draft cost seemed reasonable.  It was agreed to award Hampshire Day to Fleet and Ewshot HC.
i. Website. 

Nothing to report.

7. COMMITTEE DINNER 
A date of Monday 16th May was agreed.
ACTION – Chairman to prepare circular advising of meal location and menu choices.
8. 2016 AGM ARRANGEMENTS
A date of Monday 20th June was originally agreed for the 2016 AGM.  It was suggested that Trojans HC be offered the opportunity to host.
Secretary’s Note: The original date proposed coincided with England’s final group match in the 2016 European Football Championships and the Officers of the Association agreed that an alternative date of Tuesday 21st June would be preferred.

ACTION – Secretary to contact Trojans HC (CW) with a view to their hosting of the 2016 AGM.

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
NS requested advice from the Council regarding a match not fulfilled by Petersfield U16 boys vs Yateley U16 boys on Sunday 6th December.  Petersfield emailed DL’s personal account on 25th November advising they had withdrawn from the Wessex League, but not contacted Yateley directly.  The matter did not come to light until Petersfield failed to attend a fixture with DL noticing their email on 7th.  It was agreed that Yateley should contact Petersfield in the first instance, and if they did not agree to pay the £63 costs, that this should be raised to the S&Y committee.
RW was given approval from HWHL and the KO secretary to order medals for their respective competitions.

RM asked whether other minis events (or joint coaching initiatives), involving say, two or three clubs, could be held between the monthly minis festivals.  It was suggested he elaborate on this proposal to KJ/DL.

Finally, RW wished the Chairman many happy returns for his recent birthday on December 9th.

The meeting concluded at 9.15.p.m. and the next meeting was set for Monday, February 8th at the View.
Chairman
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